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A short biography of B.E. MONTGOMERY is followed by a list of his 
odonatological publications (1925-1973), most of which are devoted to the 
fauna of the New World. 

I sincerely appreciated the oppor¬ 
tunity to write about Dr. B. El- 
wood Montgomery, who as a scientist, 
at 75 years of age, is still making a 
significant contribution to Entomolo¬ 
gy. It is with a feeling of inadequacy 
and humility that I accepted this task 
for although I have known "Monty ” 
more than a quarter of a century, as a 
teacher, colleague and counselor, his 
contributions to Entomology and par¬ 
ticularly to Odonatology predate our 
relationship at least another 25 years. 

BASIL ELWOOD MONTGOMERY 
was bom in Posey County, Indiana, 

USA, October 10, 1899. He attended grade school at Cynthiana, Indiana, and 
graduated from Poseyville High School in 1918. He received his B. S. degree 
majoring in Biology and Mathematics from Oakland City College in 1922. 
During the last two years of his degree work at Oakland City College, he also 
served as a teacher of History and Mathematics. He was awarded the degree of 
Master of Science in Entomology and Education from Purdue University in 
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1925, at which time he was also a Teaching Assistant in Biology at Purdue 
University. 

His teaching experience was not limited to college work, however, and 
between the years of 1918 and 1928 he served as a Teacher of Science, History, 
Latin and as Principal of schools in Posey, Adams, Jay, Gibson and Vanderburg 
Counties in Indiana. Following his studies in Parasitology at the State University 
of Iowa (Iowa City) during the summer of 1927, he became a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant in Entomology and Zoology at Iowa State University (Ames) in 
1928-1929. The next year found him back at Purdue University as Instructor of 
Entomology. By 1936 he had completed the Doctor of Philosophy degree from 
Iowa State University with emphasis on Entomology, Zoology and Genetics 
while still teaching at Purdue University. 

During the early years of the World War II effort, (1939-1943), Dr. Mont¬ 
gomery also taught Mathematics at Purdue. 

In 1930 he married ESTHER BARRETT and they have one daughter, Emily. 
One needs not search far into Monty’s work to find important places these two 
gracious ladies played in his life as he named dragonflies after each. 

Dr. Montgomery is one of the few "total scientists” still working today. With 
a tremendous propensity for work, Dr. Montgomery blended together extensive 
knowledge of the Entomological literature of the world which he has compiled 
throughout his long and active career. His collection of some 20,000 specimens 
representing more than 1000 species (except a synoptic set presented to Purdue 
University Collections) has been donated to the Smithsonian Institute along with 
his Odonatological library of separates, reprints and books, his index of dragon¬ 
fly literature and bibliography with a total number of entries in excess of 18,000 
titles. 

Although Monty’s interest in dragonflies was present before he met Mr. E.B. 
WILLIAMSON, there is no doubt this banker from Bluffton, Indiana, had a 
profound influence on young Montgomery as they studied and worked together 
from 1922 through 1924. During those early years while teaching in Indiana 
Public Schools of Adams and Jay Counties, Dr. Montgomery spent many nights 
compiling notes and studying specimens and manuscripts which E.B. Williamson 
loaned him. Following Williamson’s death in 1933, Dr. Montgomery carried on 
much of Williamson’s work along with his other enterprises and broader ento¬ 
mological responsibilities. 

As was the case in many departments of Zoology and Entomology during the 
middle 1900’s, professors did not have the opportunity to specialize in only one 
or two fields as has sometimes been true in recent years. Dr. Montgomery’s 
teaching responsibilities included General Entomology, Aquatic Entomology, 
History of Entomology, Morphology, Physiology, Entomological Techniques, 
The Literature of Entomology, Beekeeping, The Biology and Life Histories of 
Insects, Economic Entomology, Systematics and Taxonomy. 
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Monty is described as a "total scientist” because he not only pursued 
teaching diligently in many broad areas at both the secondary and college levels 
but also because he is an outstanding researcher. Among his many research 
grants and responsibilities were work with the Entomological Laboratories, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture in New Jersey, Louisiana, Indiana and Ohio, during 
the summers of 1922 to 1948. He gained international recognition as an 
authority on bees. Under the auspices of a Fullbright Grant during 1949 and 
1950, Monty specialized in research on bumblebees and cloverseed production at 
the Cawthom Institute, Nelson, New Zealand. 



Fig. 2. Monty in the field in New Zealand (1949-1950). 


His research on the biology of bees extended to the Arctic region where he 
worked during the summers of 1955 and 1956 with the Arctic Research 
Laboratory at Point Barrow, Alaska, under a grant from the Office of Naval 
Research, through the Arctic Institute of North America. 

His early work in Genetics, his interest in Bees and Botany were all combined 
as he joined with fellow scientists to develop special strains of legumes and 
unique bee handling techniques to improve agriculture production in various 
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zones of the world. 

His research on dragonflies was conducted largely as a personal project 
outside of his regular duties at Purdue University but was supplemented from 
time to time by grants. A Sigma Xi Grant provided an opportunity for him to do 
Odonata Research at the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Cambridge, Mas¬ 
sachusetts in 1942. Later he studied many of the collections in the European 
museums, during 1960, 1964, 1965 and 1968 under grants from the National 
Science Foundation, The Entomological Society of America, The Purdue Re¬ 
search Foundation and The American Philosophical Society. These studies along 
with visits with most of the world’s outstanding Odonatologists during that time 
made it possible for Dr. Montgomery to gather notes, drawings, photographs and 
first hand knowledge of the materials many of the earlier entomologists had at 
their disposed during the time of their works. Consequently, his interpretations 
of the literature have a first hand quality and insight far beyond that which most 
students of Odonata could hope to obtain. 

In addition to his studies on the distribution, seasonality and classification of 
insects. Dr. Montgomery has made extensive studies of climatic factors, chiefly 
photoperiod and temperature, upon plant production and rates of growth of 
insects. Although his work has led him into many areas of Entomology the 
Odonata have never been neglected. In more recent years Dr. Montgomery has 
given special attention in his research to the climatic factors and photoperiod 
impacts upon the biology and life histories of dragonflies particularly during the 
years 1960 and 1968 under the auspices of the Purdue University Experiment 
Station. 

In an effort to provide for sharing of current Odonata research throughout 
the world. Dr. Montgomery initiated and edited "Selysia”, a newsletter of 
Odonatology. This work named after Baron Edmond de Selys Longchamps, has 
now been given over to Dr. M. J. WESTFALL and Dr. C. JOHNSON, University 
of Florida. He also organized the first worldwide colloquium on the Odonata in 
1963 which was held at Purdue University. Dr. Montgomery’s unselfish sharing 
of knowledge on a worldwide basis has become his hallmark. 

Perhaps one of Monty’s most unusual contributions to science education has 
been his public lectures and "popularization of science” for a myriad of 
audiences throughout his career. During one of the early years of our acquain¬ 
tance, I was amazed to learn that he gave 48 such lectures in a four month 
period in addition to his regular teaching duties at Purdue University. When 
asked about these lectures recently, he said, "what I remember most of these is 
the great variety of audience - groups of almost every type - and ages; when I 
visited schools I sometimes talked to juniors and seniors one period and first and 
second graders the next; once I talked to a retired group one day and 50 
pre-schoolers the next!" I remember one instance when he spoke at Portland 
High School where I was then teaching. He captured the imagination of the 
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entire student body of 500 pupils for more than an hour with his slide talk on 
insects, research and the world. This facet of Monty’s work goes on even today. 

Since his official retirement from Purdue University as Professor Emeritus in 
Entomology June 30, 1968, he has served as lecturer in Biology, Genetics and 
the Literature of Biology at Marion College, Indiana (1969) and as Visiting 
Lecturer on the History and Literature of Biology and Teacher of General 
Biology at Frostburg State College, Maryland (1969-1972). 

There are many details and facets of Dr. Montgomery’s life which cannot be 
dealt with in this short paper .... his extensive work in philately with special 
emphasis upon insect stamps, his leadership roles in several scientific societies, 
his photographic work and his continual encouragement and counselling of 
innumerable students will simply have to be passed over for the time being. 

Although he has produced more than 100 journal articles on dragonflies, 
bees, nectar production, clover production and entomological history, we en¬ 
courage him to continue writing the several articles and manuscripts which he 
now has underway. These are papers still in progress which can be written only 
at this time with the wisdom of maturity enriched with experience and insight 
which has been gained over a life-long study of Odonata. It is hoped that in this 
short paper you may have captured a glimpse of an energetic man unique among 
us as a teacher, co-worker and an inspiration through his dedication to science, 
particularly Odonatology. 


ODONATOLOGICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF B.E. MONTGOMERY (1925-1973) 
Editorial work 

1963. COLLOQUIUM ON THE ODONATA. Purdue University. IV + reprint from Proc. N. 

Centr. Br. Ent. Soc. Am. 18: 101-156. - (Editor). 

1963-1969. SELYSIA. A NEWSLETTER OF ODONATOLOGY. Vol. I (1963), Vol. II 
(1964), Vol. III (1965), Vol. IV (1966-1969). - (Founder and Editor). 

Publications' 

1925. Note on Aeshna grandis L. Ent. Mo. Mag. 61 (728): 19. 

1925. Records of Indiana dragonflies, 1. Proc. Indiana Acad. ScL 34: 383-389. 

1927. Notes on some Louisiana dragonflies (Odonata). Ent. News 38: 100-105. 

1927. Records of Indiana dragonflies, II. Proc. Indiana Acad. ScL 36: 287-291. 

1929. Records of Indiana dragonflies. III. Proc. Indiana Acad ScL 38: 335-343. 

1930. Records of Indiana dragonflies, IV. Proc. Indiana Acad ScL 39: 309-314. 

1931. Records of Indiana dragonflies, V, 1930. Proc. Indiana Acad. ScL 40: 347-349. 

1932. Records of Indiana dragonflies, VI, 1931. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 41: 449-454. 

* From the papers published in Selysia only the major articles are listed. Some of these 
were not signed by the author. 
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1933. Notes on some New Jersey dragonflies. Ent. News 44: 40-44. 

1934. Records of Indiana dragonflies, Vll, 1932-1933. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 43: 
211-217. 

1935. Records of Indiana dragonflies, VIII, 1934. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 44: 231-235. 
1937. Oviposition of Perithemis (Odonata, Libellulidae). Ent. News 48: 61-63. 

1937. Insect stamps. [II], Ent. News 48: 218-219. 

1937. Records of Indiana dragonflies, IX, 1935-1936. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 46: 203-210. 

1939. [Abstract], Records of Indiana dragonflies, X, 1937-1939. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 
49: 201. 

1940. The Odonata of South Carolina./ Elisha Mitchell scient. Soc. 56 (2): 283-301. 

1940. A revision of the genus Diastatops (Libellulidae, Odonata) and a study of the leg 
characters of related genera. Lloydia 3: 213-280. 

1941. Records of Indiana dragonflies, X, 1937-1940. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 50: 229-241. 

1942. The distribution and relative seasonal abundance of the Indiana species of Enallagma 
(Odonata: Agrionidae). Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 51: 273-278. 

1943 Williamsonia fletcheri Williamson (Odonata: Corduliidae) from New England. Ent. 
News 54: 1-4. 

1943. Sympetrum internum, new name for Sympetrum decisum auct., nec Hagen (Odonata, 
Libellulidae). Can. Ent. 75: 57-58. 

1943. Records of Ohio dragonflies. Ohio], Sci. 43 (6): 267-270. 

1944. The distribution and relative seasonal abundance of the Indiana species of Agrionidae 
(Odonata: Zygoptera). Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 53: 179-185. 

1945. A century of Odonatology in Indiana Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 54: 161-168. 

1945. The distribution and relative seasonal abundance of the Indiana species of Cordulidae 
and Libellulidae (Odonata). Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 54: 217-224. 

1947. The distribution and relative seasonal abundance of Indiana species of five families of 
dragonflies (Odonata, Calopterygidae, Petaluridae, Cordulegasteridae, Gomphidae 
and Aeshnidae). Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 56: 163-169. 

1948. The distribution and relative seasonal abundance of the Indiana species of Lestidae 
(Odonata: Zygoptera). Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 57: 113-115. 

1949. [Abstract]. Anax longipes Hagen (Odonata: Aeshnidae), an Atlantic coastal species of 
Indiana. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 58: 151. 

1949. [Abstract], The describers of Odonata. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 58: 151. 

1951. Notes and records of Indiana Odonata, 1941-1950. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 60: 
205-210. 

1952. [Abstract]. Thomas Say, entomologist in Indiana. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci 60: 266. 

1953. Notes and records of Indiana Odonata, 1951-1952. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 62: 
200 - 202 . 

1954. Nomenclatural confusion in the Odonata; the Agrion-Calopteryx problems. Ann. ent. 
Soc. Am. 47 (3): 471-483. 

1955. Notes and records of Indiana Odonata, 1953-1954. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 64: 
131-135. 

1956. [Abstract], The classification and nomenclature of calopterygine dragonflies (Odo¬ 
nata, Calopterygoidea). Bull. ent. Soc. Am. 2 (3): 13. 

1959. A new museum tray for specimens of Odonata. Proc. N. cent. Brch. ent. Soc. Am. 
14: 15-16. 

1959. Geographical distribution of the New World calopterygine dragonflies, with notes on 
their evolutionary position. Proc. XVthlnt. Congr. Zool. (28): 1001-1003. 

1960. [Abstract]. Depositories of New World Odonata type specimens. Bull. ent. Soc. Am. 
6 (3): 150. 
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1961. Distribution patterns of New World Odonata. Verh. XI. Int. Kongr. Ent. 1: 562-564. 

1962. (- & J.M. MACKLIN) Rates of development of the later instars of Neotetrum 
pulchellum (Drury) (Odonata, Libellulidae). Proc. N. cent. Brch ent. Soc. Am. 17: 
21-23. 

1962. The classification and nomenclature of calopteryginae dragonflies. Verh. XI. Int. 
Kongr. Ent. 3: 281-284. 

1962. (-, C.S. ZEHR1NG & A. ALEXANDER) Studies of the eggs of Odonata. Proc. 
Indiana Acad. Set 72: 150-153. 

1962. (- & J.M. MACKLIN) Further notes on rates of development of the naiads of 
Leptetrum pulchellum (Drury) (Odonata: Libellulidae). Proc. Indiana Acad. ScL 72: 
158-160. 

1962. (FISK, F.W., -, K.P. PRUESS, G.T. RIEGEL & R.W. RINGS) A checklist of 
’’entomological” stamps. Proc. N. cent. Brch ent. Soc. Am. 17: 160-169. 

1963. Colloquium on the Odonata - Introduction. Proc. N. cent. Brch. ent. Soc. Am. 18: 
101 - 102 . 

1963. Scheme of the New World catalogue of Odonata. Proc. N. cent. Brch ent. Soc. Am. 
18: 102-103. 

1963. Effect of photoperiod and temperature on rate of development in naiads of Ischnura 
verticalis (Say). Proc. N. cent. Brch ent. Soc. Am. 18: 140-141. 

1963. Odonata investigations in progress at Purdue. Selysia 1 (1): 1,4. (Unsigned). 

1963. The Colloquium on the Odonata. Selysia 1 (2): 1, 3-4. (Unsigned). 

1964. Odonata collections. [British Museum (Nat. Hist.), collections in Australia and 
Finland]. Selysia 2 (2): 1-2. (Unsigned). 

1965. Common (folk) names for Odonata. Selysia 3 (2): 1, 3, suppl. (Unsigned). 

1966. Common (folk) names for Odonata. Selysia 4 (1): 1. (Unsigned). 

1966. (- & J.M. MACKLIN) (Abstract). Photoperiod studies on the Odonata. Proc. N. cent. 
Brch ent. Soc. Am. 21: 30-31. 

1966. Distribution of Odonata. In: Chandler, Natural features of Indiana, pp. 348-350. 
Indiana Academy, Indianopolis. 

1967. Studies in the Polythoridae. 1. A synopsis of the family, with keys to genera and 
species, information on types, and the description of a new species. Acta biol. Venez. 
5 (9): 123-158. 

1967. The family- and genus-group names of the Odonata. I. Calopterygoidea. Dt. ent. Z., 
(N.F.) 14 (3A): 327-337. (Errata: 15 [19681: 475-477). 

1967. [Abstract]. Notes and records of Indiana Odonata, 1955-1966. Proc. Indiana Acad. 
Sci. 76: 259. 

1967. Geographical distribution of the Odonata of the North Central States. Proc. N. cent. 
Brch ent. Soc. Am. 22: 121-129. 

1968. The distribution of western Odonata. Proc. N. cent. Brch ent. Soc. Am. 23: 126-136. 

1968. The relationships of the Odonata of the American tropics A bstr. Pap. XIII th Int. 

Congr. Ent., pp. 172-173. 

1970. Types of New World Odonata in European museums. Yb. Am. Phil. Soc. 1969: 
320-323. 

1971. Records and observations of Indiana Odonata. Proc. Indiana Acad. ScL 80: 253-263. 

1972. [Abstract], Survival of Odonata naiads through drought and freezing. Proc. Indiana 
Acad. Sci 81: 171. 

1973. Observations on the spelling and gender of technical names in the Odonata. Selysia 6 
( 1 ): 1 - 6 . 

1973. Why snakefeeder? Why dragonfly? Some random observations on etymological ento¬ 
mology. Proc. Indiana Acad. ScL 82: 235-241. 

1973. Some observations on the nature of insect names. Great Lakes Ent. 6: 235-241. 
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